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We Gone Where? 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

And Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Concern is spreading around the 
school as to whether the school will be 
accepted into the Upstate 8 conference 
or be forced to become independent. 

Meetings were scheduled for 
Wednesday between the principals of 
the Upstate 8 schools. A decision may 
come soon. 

After being accepted into the Met
ro Suburban Conference (MSC), the 
MSC rescinded their decision to allow 
West Chicago in after the school said it 
was exploring other options. 

"The bigger goal is to make a deci
sion that would be in the best inter
est of the students, and the programs 
and the community. That's both short 
term and long term," Principal Moses 
Cheng said. 

Entering into the MSC was the origi
nal plan, according to Cheng. 

- "The original goal when we first 
taHDn DVC 

~~~~~ Valley Conference), and we 
proposed the MSC as the conference 
to go to, the goal was definitely to go 
to the MSC," Cheng said. "Everything 
we said about how and why it would 
be beneficial was absolutely something 
that we believed." 

After being accepted, the Board of 
Education instructed Cheng to keep 
the board aware of better options for 
students and their families, according 
to Board of Education president Kath
erine Dpremus. 

"The motivation of the board or 
Cheng was to follow instructions to 
look for the best fit for our school as 
far as conference. We felt at the time 
we voted to move away was a better 
option than to remain in the DVC," 
Doremus said. "We are hoping Up
state 8 is viable and votes to accept 
us. We look forward to continuing to 
provide a robust activity program for 
students. They deserve it." 

According to Cheng, even though 
the school accepted the offer from the 
MSC, if better opportunities came 
along the school would pursue them. 

"Many of us thought those possibili
ties would occur within maybe a few 
years or more. So it was actually a little 
surprising when we were approached 
by the Upstate 8 within a few weeks of 
leaving the DVC," Cheng said. 

Contracts 

West Chicago Com
munity High School 
Support Staff Associ
ation and the Board of 
Education continues 
to debate what the 
new contract will hold 
--see NEWS, page 2. 
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Meetings between the principals of Upstate 8 to discuss the schools fate for 
conference placement were on Wednesday. 

The Upstate 8 showed interest in the full member, not a temporary member. 
school first. We didn't know they were going to 

"(Upstate 8) expressed their inter- continue to look to gain membership 
est to us first. So the process involved in another conference," athletic direc
were several, when we left the DVC tor of Glenbard South John Treiber 
there was a clear understanding from said. "Our thing is if we don't rescind 
the board and myself, if opportunities our offer we have to wait until Up
arose down the road that would be state 8 makes their move and then we 
more beneficial for us then we needed won't have a school to play. We had no 
to explore those possibilities," Cheng choice." 
said. According to Treiber, the MSC feels 

After the MSC discovered the the school used them to get out of the 
school's returned interest in the Up- DVC. 
state 8 from an email Cheng sent on "I think it's unethical to do that. 
Oct. 23, a unanimous decision tore- I've never heard of anyone doing that 
scind their acceptance of the school before. West Chicago had said all the 
into the MSC was made on Oct. 26. . right things coming in and that's why 

"We allowed West Chicago in as a we accepted them," Treiber said. "If 

we had known all of this information 
beforehand instead of a month later 
we wouldn't have offered West Chi
cago the position. We helped West 
Chicago get out of the DVC and we 
thought they were coming in as good 
members." 

Cheng understands how the MSC 
feels about the decision to pursue the 
Upstate 8 but believes doing what is 
best for the students is priority. 

"I can understand the sentiments 
that people are feeling. Again, like I 
mentioned, it was always our intent 
to go to the Metro, but there's also 
this bigger overarching goal of doing 
what's best for the kids' programs and 
the community both short term and 
long term," Cheng said. "That's why 
the interest was expressed in the Up
state 8 when that opportunity arose." 

The MSC had already started includ
ing the school in their sports schedules. 

"We had already started scheduling 
West Chicago in every sport that we of
fer which would have been 1 7 sports," 
Treiber said. "We did all that leg work 
and put it all together and then found 
out that a fiQP .. Jater West.-~ 
was still going to look for another cOn
ference after accepting our offer." 

Before the decision to rescind the 
school from the MSC was made, the 
school applied to the Upstate 8. 

Some coaches don't mind possibly 
being in the Upstate 8. 

"I don't have anything against play
ing against the Upstate 8. In terms of 
our overall athletic program I'm sure it 
can't be any tougher than what we're 
in now," girls golf coach Mike Kaine 
said. "I think we might have more 
success in the Upstate 8, but it's also 
mostly a question of how many kids 
they have and what kind of talent they 
have." 

Upstate 8 could bring advantages to 
the school and athletes. 

"I feel like there are definite good 
points to the Upstate 8. I think it's a 
lot closer for our students and our fans. 
With that being said, I think there were 
a lot of advantages to the Metro. What 
I'm just trying to do is prepare my kids 
for playing football next year regard
less who we're playing against," head 
football coach Bill Bicker said. 

Bicker was enthusiastic for the 
opportunities the MSC could have 
brought to the football team. 

-- see Conference concern, page 
4 

Prevent Bullying Disney buying Lucas films Heading to state 

Bullying is not just seen 
in the hallway but online 
as well. Students should 
be aware of bullying and 
know what to do to stop 
it or report it to prevent it 
from going furthur --see 
Center Spread, page 8. 

Disney bought Lucas 
films for $4 billion. The 
company has decided 
to continue the "Star 
Wars" franchise. See 
what students say 
about the change --see 
Lifestyles, page 10. 

Hard work and dedica
tion at sectionals resulted 
in four state qualifiers 
who will compete in the 
200 medley, and one will 
compete in the 50 free
style and 1 00 backstroke 
--see SPORTS, page 13. 
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Contracts still unsettled for support staff 
By Keyuri Parmar nity in order to make sure the school make under the aver-
Co-Editor in Chief school provides the best op- age salary of $32,780 at the 

portunities for our students," school and 24 are making 
After almost five months of Teachers' Association presi- under the poverty level. The 

working without a contract, dent Kristina Mallon said. poverty level for a family of 
the West Chicago Communi- Gaining the support of the four in Illinois is $23,050. 
ty High School Support Staff community is what the com- Agreeing on a contract has 
Association negotiations mittee is looking to achieve. been an ongoing process. 
team is continuing to ham- "We are going to start from The lowest paid employee 
mer out an agreement with the ground up by putting fly- earns $16,823 and the highest 
the Board of Education. ers and yard signs around the paid employee earns $77,090, 

The association includes: community. The committee according to Piszczek. 
secretaries, clerks, custodi- is working on other ways to "The Board of Education 
ans, maintenance, program reach out," Mallon said. seems indifferent to the re-
assistants, personal care as- Working with the adminis- volving door atmosphere that 
sistants, data managing staff, tration has become difficult. develops when employees 
and deans' assistants. 41Negotiations have be- come and go," Piszczek said. 

Dean specialist Myrna come increasingly difficult, "To this point, the Board of 
Woodson, administrative as- Education has only made 
sistant Monica Piszczek and proposals that would leave 
technology assistant Mike our members losing income. 
Stoner, make up the associa- Many of our members bare-
tion's negotiating team. ly make enough in wages to 

Superintendent Lalo cover the cost of their health 
Ponce, Assistant Superinten- insurance premiums." 
dent for Administrative Ser- Supporting The district countered 
vices Kim Chambers, and Piszczek's statement by 
Director of Business Services E·ducatr·on .I pointing out the employee 
Gordon Cole are negotiating turnover was reasonable. 
for the board. According to Board of Ed-

Currently the administra- ucation member and spokes-
tion and the support staff are pub 1 i c to know person Tony Molinaro, both 
negotiating salary and the how the district is spending sides began negotiating the 
increasing cost of their insur- the money," Mallon said. contract in February after the 
ance premium. In a press release, District first proposal was made. 

So far both sides have met 94 indicated the average an- Although the previous con-
14 times and six proposals nual salary increase for the tract ended, the support staff 
have been made. last four years was 6.35 per- is getting paid. 

At the last meeting on cent and an aggregated in-· "We are still covered under 
Sept. 27, the support staff crease of 25.4 percent. This . our previous contract for the 
negotiation team and three number does not reflect the time being," Piszczek said. 
members of the administra- salary put towards insurance The support staff is looking 
tion met and the last proposal premiums; exact numbers for outside help now. 
was made by the board on were not available. "The (support staff) asked 
Sept. 10. "This increase occurred for a federal mediator for the 

Recently a Joint Crisis because of how low salaries next session (on Nov. 26.) 
Committee was formed be- were previous to that point," The mediator will help us 
tween the Teachers' Associa- Mallon said. find common ground and 
tion and the support staff's According to Piszczek, the settle an agreement quicker," 
association as a result of the average increase is needed to Molinaro said. 
current circumstances. keep up with the rates for in- Molinaro does not think 

"The teachers and sup- surance premiums. this agreement will necessar-
port staff are teaming up and Forty-six out of the 86 sup- ily be reached soon. 
reaching out to the commu- port staff members at the "Having the mediator will 
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To get business teacher Dan McCarthy into a turkey suit, junior Areceli Garcia donates 
money for the Student Council fundralser. 

help the school distribute and 
spend wisely with the taxpay
er's money and with some 
kind of salary increase with 
the current economic issues," 
Molinaro said. 

After mediation the sup
port staff will have two op
tions, to go on strike or ac
cept the last offer that was put 
on the table. 

"We are not looking to the 
resolution of striking at all, 
we value our work and the 
students which is why we're 
here," Piszczek said. 

Both sides have been able 
to meet shortly after a pro
posal is made. 

"When a proposal is giv
en we discuss the common 
ground within a few days. 
We have been available when 
they have wanted to discuss 
a new proposal," Molinaro 
said. 

Part of the reason the pro
cess is taking so long is be
cause of revenues being cut. 

41The toughest topic to dis
cuss is the salary because of 
the tough economy. The rev
enue for the school has been 
reduced so we have limited 
resources," Molinaro said. 

Revenue dropped 14.4 per
cent from the 2010-11 school 
year. 

One of the administration's 
goals is to have less money 
going to insurance compa
nies. 

"Healthcare rises every 
year so we are trying to put a 
stop to it to reduce payments 
to insurance companies. 
We'd rather keep that money 
in the school or in our em
ployee's pockets," Molinaro 
said. 

Decisions made for the 
contact need to fit the school's 
budget. 

"The school district has 

Photo by Sarah Szremski 

The support staff is cur
rently negotiating their 
contract but are still getting 
paid. Maintenance worker, 
Mulgual Juarez, sweeps the 
third floor. 

priorities to commit to and 
be supported by revenue to 
stay in the budget," Molinaro 
said. "We want to provide 
health benefits that help both 
sides so all the money doesn't 
go to the insurance compa
nies." 

Negotiations were not ex
pected to take so long. 

"It's taking longer than 
we'd like, but if the contract 
helps both .sides the time will 
be well spent," Molinaro 
said. 

Teachers talking 
turkey just for funds 
By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Someone will be wearing 
a turkey costume Friday as a 
part of Student Council's No
vember fundraiser. 

Teachers were selected to 
participate after a list was 
made of the teachers willing 
to wear the costume. 

"There was a general email 
sent to the entire staff letting 
them know about the compe
tition. Any staff member who 
did not want to participate 
in the fundraiser was asked 
to send an email opting out. 
We then compiled a list of 
willing teachers and Student 
Council members narrowed 

them down to 20," adviser 
Nick Kempski said. 

All proceeds will go to ben
efit the Leukemia and Lym
phoma Society. 

"I think it is a fun way to 
raise money. By donating 
money students get to see 
their teacher in an embarrass
ing turkey suit before Thanks
giving," Kempski said. 

Many students are enjoy
ing voting for their favorite 
teacher. 

"I voted for Mr. McCar
thy because he is an awe
some coach and I like him. 
I hope that he wins because 
it would be funny to see him 
in the suit," sophomore Coral 
Scudder said. 
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Speech 
grabs 

Back to school 
with conference 

attention 
By Sam Schweihs 
Reporter 

After a successful tourna
ment, speech team competed 
at Wheaton North on Satur
day in which senior Abe Fer
nandez won second place in 
oratorical declamation and 
sophomore Noah Watkins 
won second place in prompt 
speaking. 

During a successful first 
tournament on Nov. 3 at 
Downers Grove North, 
speech team is working to 
improve for upcoming tour
naments. 

"I (qualified) for finals so I 
think I did pretty well," Fer
nandez said. 

Senior Dan Stompor won 
first place in Prose, a story 
read to the audience, at the 
Downers Grove North tour
nament. 

"I think I did well, our 

Photo by Sam SchWeis 
In order to improve for Speech Team, junior Josue Munoz 
practices his performance piece. 

team did the best at opening 
tournament and now all eyes 
are on us," Stompor said. 

During the first tourna
ment senior Farrell Lewis be
lieves his presentation had a 
lot of energy and he started 
on the right foot. 

"I learned to think on my 
feet, speak while in front of 
others and improved with 
feedback," Lewis said. 

Dedication from the com-

petitors is what adviser Paul 
Lichy expects. 

"I think the commitment 
needs to improve. There has 
to be an idea this is a priority 
and is important to practice 
and be at the tournaments. 
Every year I raise the expec
tations," Lichy said. "I think 
this is the strongest and most 
balanced team that the school 
has had since I've coached 
here." 

Not just ~ Few Good Men' 
By Guadalupe Blanco the same elements, but on cast spe~t a week~nd watch-
Lifestyles Editor stage you get to see the reac- ing ~ovtes and clips to le~rn 

Despite the difficulties 
that come with putting on a 
drama, this year's cast of "A 
Few Good Men," has proven 
that they can handle the pres
sure of performing not only a 
well-known play, but one that 
revolves around the military. 

"It's about these two Ma
rines who murder one of 
their fellow marines, and then 
a hotshot young lawyer is put 
on the case to defend them 
and save their lives. Through
out the way there are some 
interesting characters, and it's 
a very well-written show," se
nior Luke Jaconis, who plays 
Lt. Sam Weinberg, said. 

According to director 
Mark Begovich, the work put 
into the show has been physi
cally demanding for the en
tire cast. 

"It's rapid fire, with a lot of 
the dialogue, and the physi
cality of becoming soldiers," 
Begovich said. 

From the start of produc
tion, all the performers felt 
that the script was going to be 
a challenge, especially with a 
well-known movie that was 
based off of that script 

tions and intensity," junior what 1t meant to be a Manne. 
Lindsey Fiegle, who plays Lt. "To do this play justice, we 
Commander Joanne Gallo- have to understand the Ma-

'd rine lifestyle," Munoz said. way, sa1 . 
Along with the intensity "It is a tough one, physically 

and drama the play brings, and mentally. It's very evi
the cast was up to the chal- dent in the characters. They 
lenge of transforming them- are not individuals; they're 
selves into military men and .part of the bigger picture, 
women. (with) the bigger picture be-

According to junior Josue ing the United States Marine 
Munoz, who plays Lt. j.g. Corps." 
Daniel Kaffee, the entire In order to get a sense of 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) got pumped 
for this year at the National 
Fall Leadership Conference 
in Indianapolis Nov. 2-3. 

"It's a great conference to 
get back into school and get 
back into FBLA," adviser 
Maria Wirth said. 

While at the conference, 
FBLA officers learned about 
different aspects of the busi
ness world. 

"We went to a bunch of 
business workshops to learn 
how to dress, act, and lead," 
senior president Matt Wenz 
said. 

According to Wirth, there 
were numerous workshops, 
some for students only, others 
for advisers only, and some 
for students and advisers to- · 
gether. 

"I thought it was a great 
conference," Wirth said. 
"The opening and closing 
speakers were phenomenal." 

Wirth also felt the confer-

what Marine lift: was, the 
entire cast practiced military 
style training. 

"For this play, we've all 
been instructed to keep in or
der. For our warm-ups, we do 
more running, laps around 
the school, and actual work
outs. With other shows, we'll 
just do a light jog and vocal 
exercises. We're doing a lot 
more to look more toned 
and muscular for the perfor
mance," Jaconis said. 

Putting on "A Few Good 
Men," has been one of the 
tougher performances that 

"The movie is really popu
lar, and (the movie and the 
script) are very similar. 'You 
can't handle the truth,' is in 
the play- too~ -and --it's all of 

Photo by Guadalupe Blanco 

o · g rehearsal of the winter play "A Few Good Men" senior Gabby ~ernandez, left, and 
ju~~~r Lindsey Fiegle argue over whether Fiegle's character can rece1ve a court case. 

ence helped members begin 
the year positively. 

"It was nice to get them 
back into conference mode 
and get them excited about 
the rest of the school year," 
Wirth said. 

Attendees agree they 
learned a lot and are excited 
forFBLA. 

"We have a newfound fire 
within .us for FBLA," Wenz 
said. "We're getting pumped 
up for the year and trying 
to get bigger, so everyone 
should join." 

Students enjoyed the re
lationships and bonds they 
made on the trip. 

"The trips are the best part 
of FBLA," Wenz said. "You 
meet so many new people 
and grow bonds with the 
people here." 

Some upcoming events 
for FBLA are Adopt a Fam
ily community service, help
ing Skills USA with the food 
drive, and getting ready for 
their regional competition 
Jan. 26 at Grays Lake High 
School. 

they have put on, according 
to Begovich, but one the cast 
has felt is one of the more re
warding plays. 

"It's cool to try and trans
form the average high school 
students into Marines for the 
show," Fiegle said. 

Because most of the cast is 
either Marines or lawyers, the 
mood has been a more seri
ous one, but enjoyable none
theless. 

"It's fun, but it's difficult. 
I think the challenge is what 
makes it so enjoyable in the 
end and the cast itself. This 
was' the year to do it, and it's 
a great experience," Munoz 
said. 

More than anything, how
ever, the entire cast hopes to 
do the play justice. 

"It's the Marines, so every
one in the show is working 
like a Marine, talking like a 
Marine, and acting like a Ma
rine. Any time you deal with 
any of the armed forces, you 
want to do it right to do it jus
tice," Jaconis said. "In past 
shows we've done, there's not 
always a movie that people 
have ever heard of, so be
cause there's a movie that has 
been based off of the play, 
we'll (hopefully) get a really 
big turnout." 

Performances are Thurs
day, Friday, and Saturday at 
7:30p.m. in the auditorium. 

Tickets are available for $5 
for students and $8 for ~dults 
at the door. 
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Editors head to 
• • competttton 

By Sam Schweihs 
Reporter 

Three members of the 
Wildcat Chronicle set out on 
Thursday to attend and com
pete at a national convention 
in San Antonio. 

At the Journalism Educa
tion Association-National 
Scholastic Press Association 
(JEA-NSPA) fall conference 
the newspaper has a chance 
to receive more awards. 

Seniors co-editor in chief 
Keyuri Parmar, Liz Ramos 
and center spread editor 
Giuliana LaMantia are go
ing to San Antonio Thursday 
through Sunday. 

"I'm excited to travel, ex
perience a trip and compete," 
LaMantia said. 

San Antonio gives the girls 
the opportunity to learn more 

journalism skills, improve the 
newspaper, and have the op
portunity to compete. 

"It's a new experience, and 
it's the first opportunity to di
rectly compete against jour
nalists and students," Parmar 
said. 

However, she is a little ner
vous because she has never 
been in this situation before. 

"Competing live is scary 
and nerve-wracking, but I 
think it would be cool. I can 
see how my skills compare to 
other peoples' skills around 
the country," LaMantia said. 

Adviser Laura Kuehn ex
pects the girls to make the 
school proud. 

1'This will bring the girls 
networking opportunity, a 
chance to talk to other ad
visers, students and to bring 
what they learned back to the 
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newspaper," Kuehn said. 
Ramos is excited to com

pete but is also nervous be
cause she has never compet
ed in a conference like this. 

"At the competition, 
there's no one else to edit the 
story. You have to hope it's 
good enough for an award," 
Ramos said. 

Besides the opportunity 
to win awards in San Anto
nio, the Chronicle has won 
awards recently. 

The Chronicle won an In
ternational First Place Award 
with a superior rating from 
Quill and Scroll as well as 
superior marks for coverage, 
writing and editing, and visu
als. 

ui am proud of all the hard 
work the students put in the 
newspaper. It's an honor for 
them and it reflects all their 
hard work," Kuehn said. 

Another award the Chron
icle received was the ranking 
of First Class with one Mark 
of Distinction for editing and 
writing from the National 
Scholastic Press Association. 

Photo by Sam Schweis 

After receiving multiple awards for the Wildcat Chronicle, seniors, from left, Giuliana LaMan
tia, Keyuri Parmar, and Liz Ramos take pride in their awards and get ready to set off to a 

· conference in San Antonio on Thursday." 

Conference 
concern: 
We Gone 
Where? 
Continued from page 1 

"I was excited for a lot of 
the possibilities of having 
the Metro but now I don't 
really have much of a feeling 
because it's all up in the air 
right now about if we're 
going to be in the Upstate 8," 
Bicker said. 

Girls swimming coach 
Nick Parry believes having 
the decision rescinded for the 
MSC and possibly switching 
to the Upstate 8 is not a big 
deal. 

"It means we have a big
ger conference. If we were 
to go to the Upstate 8, there 
are more teaiiJS there than in 
DVC, so it just means more 
chances for us to beat people. 
It gives us the chance to com
pete against other people," 
Parry said. 

Even though some coaches 

don't mind being a part of 
the Upstate 8, students aren't 
showing positivity. 

ui wished that we didn't 
leave the DVC, but there is 
no way we could change that. 
I don't know what kind of 
competition would be in the 
MSC, but I mean at least we 
were in a conference. Now 
that we might not even be in 
one, I'm a little mad," junior 
Devan Orr said. 

Some students believe there 
won't be a difference between 
the DVC and the Upstate 8. 

ui think that this decision 
isn't the right one because 
of the fact that now, just 
like every season we've gone 
through, we're going to get 
hammered," freshman Kyle 
Olson said. "I really wanted 
to change conferences be
cause I can't stand losing, 
and now that the decision is 
reversed, it's going to be an
other crappy season for all 
the athletes here at Commu
nity High School." 

Although the school ap
plied by the deadline for Up
state 8, there is no guarantee 
the school will be accepted 

into the conference. 
uMy goal is for us to be af

filiated with a conference one 
way or another," Cheng said. 
ui am hopeful that will pan 
out down the road with the 
Upstate 8." 

If the Upstate 8 doesn't ac
cept the school, the school 
will be forced to be indepen
dent for sports. 

"I don't think (being inde
pendent) affects (the teams). 
From my experience of being 
head coach and coaches, I 
don't think it'll be a big deal," 
Cheng said. 

Some coaches have to dis
agree and believe becoming 
an independent school will 
af;fect the teams in a big way. 

"It's a huge challenge be
cause completing a schedule 
when you have no confer
ence affiliation is extremely 
difficult," Bicker said. "We 
would need a conference like 
the Metro who doesn't have 
many teams to help us with 
that and I don't think the 
Metro is going to be helping 
us. We're looking at poten
tially scheduling games with
out a state opponent." 

$Mtl-month.deploymel'lt 
the Western. Pacific 
and the ~ian Gulf 'Uih .. ~ht'~'~ '' 

started in September. 
«J hope they see 

be much we appreciate y.that 
lsetlfMti:J alSonllCDber' >J:leli.-= ' they do,'' Haas said. m 

Recommended items to · 
send are DVDs, CDs, books, 
magazines, microwave food, 
and anything from home. 

Students don't have to be 
in drama or involved with. 
the play to give ~nationS. 

Donations can '6e dropped 
off in room 183 Thursday, 
Friday, or Saturday during 
the pJay or in the attendance 
offi<:e until .Dec. 3. 

ll!llttr.tt~rzon led to donations 

Devastating apartment 
fires in the Timber Lake 
Apartinents on Nov. 4 be
came a cha.nce for the com
munity to come together. 

No one was hurt, but 24 
families were displaced be
cause of the fite. Owners of 
the apartments put fatnili.es 

ing. to director of Support 
Services1 Maura Bridges. 

Students from the school 
have been impacted and 
three had to move to vacant 
apartments. 

"As a school we are try~ 
ing to be aware of any emo
tional needs that may come 
from the crisis,'~ Bridges 
said .. 

Donations can be brought 

Church, "has a support pro- Cash donations to Whea~ 
gram at the apartment site, ton Bible Church are accept
so they are already well con~ ed online or gift cards can 
nected over there," accord- be brought to the church. 

Change challenge 
By Guadalupe Blanco . 
LifestyleS Editor 

Wtth. the giving season 
upon us, the Drama Club is 
·--·- out in the rorm of 

en the option of accepting a 
large can from the Drama 
Oub, and havillg it in their 
classrooms until Nov. 29, 
when the change will be col
lected on the same night as 
the Drama Qub's Barnes 
and Nobles fundraiser. 
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Not shaving to help others 

• Photo by Sarah Szremski 
H~lpmg make Snowball an enjoyable experience earns se
mor Isreal Malave November Student of the Month. 

Snowballing to success 
By Sarah Szremski 
Reporter 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid 'tlcademic history,· 
commitment in extra-cum'cular 
activities, and community in
volvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member; and the final selection 
is made by the student activities 
director and committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

Senior Isreal Malave is 
recognized as November's 
Student of the Month for his 
participation in Snowball. 

school came from his mother. 
"She really wanted for me 

to do well (in school). She 
wanted me to become very 
educated so I could do things 
she couldn't do," Malave 
said. "She always supported 
me." 

Lewis University is the col-
lege Malave hopes to go to 
study criminal justice. 

"I'm looking into being a 
police officer or working for 
the FBI or working as a fire
fighter," Malave said. 

Advice Malave has for 
students is to keep working 
hard. 

By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

In a bid to help out the 
community, guys and girls 
alike can pledge to go the 
month without shaving their 
beards and legs. 

By having students partici
pate in No Shave November 
they can help donate mone; 
to the St. Mary's food pantry. 

"Basically, it's a fun event 
for everyone to be weird 
and either grow facial hair 
or try to or not shave in gen
eral," Pep Club adviser Mitch 
McKenna said. 

In addition to the fundrais
er being a fun opportunity 
for students to grow out their 
hair, there are also many 
ways that they can donate. 

For those who wish to par
ticipate and help out, they 
can donate change to jars in 
McKenna's classroom, or 
Pep Club adviser David Jen
nings class. 

Also available for purchase 
are No Shave t-shirts in com
mons, which will be for sale 
during lunch hours for $15. 

"Any money that Pep Club 
makes off of it goes right to 
the pantry, so we don•t make 
any sort of profit by doing 
this, •• McKenna said. 

can rent them for the day and 
then turn them in at the end 
of the day," McKenna said. 

While in previous years the 
tradition of not shaving at 
the school has not been ad
vertised much, the Pep Club 
would like to see it become a 
bigger annual event and have 
many people take part. 

"We've now put a purpose 
behind it and made it more 
advertised. By people par
. ticipating, they can do it just 
for kicks or participate in the 
community," McKenna said. 

The contest will have three 
levels, with those growing out 
their hair until Friday reach
ing the "Evil Beardo" level 
those that go until the No;. 
30 reaching "No Shame" lev
el, and participants going un
til the premiere of the movie 
"The Hobbit" on Dec. 14, ac~ 
complishing "Dwarf Master" 
level. 

Those who go until the end 
of the month without shav
ing will be entered for raffles 
and other prizes in commons 
on Nov. 30. 

"It was a big surprise. I 
thought that maybe I was in 
trouble, but then I read it and 
realized that I was Student of 
the Month," Malave said. 

"Always try hard no matter 
what and if something seems 
hard don't give up on it, just 
keep trying. If you need help, 
ask for it," Malave said. 

For those students that 
want to go outside the box, 
they can rent a beard or Hob
bit feet for $5. 

"Basically (the Hobbit feet) 
are just some rubber feet with 
nasty hair all over them. You 

Photo by Guadalupe Blanco 

After taking a pledge to not shave for No Shave November, 
junior Nick Doukas shows off his unshaven beard. 

Inspiration to do well in 

Chance to get campaign experience 
By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives editor 

Students from community 
leadership class got to try 
campaigning for the candi
date of their choice in Wis
consin before the national 
elections. 

Sophomore Alex Kubinski, 
juniors Janaki Thakker, Mol
ly Ricci, Amanda Bartlett, 
Olivia Wilson, Carah Loia
cano, and senior Vanessa Va
lenzuela traveled to Wiscon
sin Oct. 28 and 29. 

"(The students) went to 
workshops in which they 
learned a lot about campaign
ing and about their power as 
students. They also did door
to-door campaigning for the 
candidate of their choice," 
community leadership teach
er Mary Ellen Daneels said. 

Many of the students 
agreed that they enjoyed 
meeting and spending time 
with the kids from other 
schools. 

"We met a bunch of kids 
from other high schools 

around Chicago; and that 
was fun," Ricci said. 

People in politics talked to 
the students about what be
ing in politics is like. 

"They got to see the sen
ate candidates who were run
ning, and they got to meet 
the mayor of Milwaukee, 
and learn about his political 

journey. He talked about how 
he got involved in elected of
fice," Daneels said. 

Mikva Challenge, which 
helps to increase student 

Photo courtesy of Mary Ellen Daneels 

Among other students from different schools, junior Olivia Wilson listens to Wisconsin 
Senator Tammy Baldwin instruct them on how to campaign for the candidate of their choice 
on Oct. 28 and 29 during the Mikva Challenge in Wisconsin. 

awareness in democracy, 
sponsored the trip. 

Even with all the activities 
they were able to do, Ricci 
said her favorite part was in
teracting with the people. 

"My favorite part of it was 
just seeing how cooperative 
people are in general when 
you're talking to them about 
the election," Ricci said. 

Not only did the students 
have new experiences and 
meet new people, but they 
also kept updates going on 
Twitter the entire weekend 
about their experiences. 

"It helped us all keep in 
touch. Even if we were all do-

. ing different things, we could 
see how it was going for the 
other groups. It was also in
teresting to get feedback on 
everyone else's opinions on 
how they felt from the trip," 
junior Janaki Thakkar said. 

Overall, the trip was a good 
experience, and students 
would gladly take part in it 
again. 

"They seemed to enjoy the 
opportunity to go and make 
some friends, and they have 
a Facebook page, all the kids 
who went," Daneels said. 
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Doing 'what's best' fails students 
"Doing what's best" is a saying that 

has been taken too far at school. 
Many people at the school claim 

that applying for the Upstate 8 after 
being accepted to Metro Suburban 
Conference (MSC) was a selfish 
move on the school's part. 

The Wildcat Chronicle couldn't 
agree more. 

Leaying the DVC in the first place 
was an unwise decision. The students 
hardly had a say in what they wanted 
as far as the conference change. Not 
to mention, many students weren't 
informed enough on the situation to 
make an educated decision. 

Now, the whole thing has com
pletely blown up. 

After we were accepted into the 
MSC a spot opened in the Upstate 8, 
which, we immediately jumped on. 

Cheng, if further opportunities came 
up involving other conferences, they 
would take them. 

The Upstate 8 expressed interest in 
the school, however that was after we 
were already accepted into the MSC. 

Why would the board not stick to 

Bartle. til:. NeuqfJ/1 
llalle!J,$outh ·mgill 
Elgin, East lluro~, 
St· ~Chqr/es tast.' 
bake ·Park, St· 
Charles North, 
L-arkin, Stret~mwooJ 

their original goal and what was talk- to Glenbard South's athletic director 
ed about at the meetings, and 'express John Treiber. 
interest' as said by Cheng, to a whole All of this is extremely complicated 
different conference? and ·confusing. However, what the 

Also after the MSC accepted us, board seemed to have is a bad idea 
they already began to schedule games about what really the best for our stu
with the school factored in, according dents and athletes. 

Being independent means that it 
would be harder to schedule games 
and fewer athletes would be scouted 
for scholarships. 

Some athletes have even transferred 
to the school from private schools 
to get sc.holarships, and now their 
chances are getting washed down the 
drain. 

How are our athletes going to get 
scouted if we have no conference af
filiation after all of this is done? 

Many students were extremely 
angry about moving to the MSC in 
the first place. Why add even more 
complication to it? It doesn't ~ake 
any sense. 

hletea Valle!J, • 
Waubonsie Valle!J 

If the Upstate 8 decides they. don't 
want us in their conferente, our 
sports will be without a conference; 
which means no all-conference play
ers and no one will make it to state. 

If all of this isn't bad enough, it 
will be a lot harder to schedule games 
if we are not affiliated with a confer-Although the Board of Education 

claims they didn't think these oppor
tunities would come up as fast as they 
did, it's just making the process more 
complicated and harder on students 
and athletes looking for scholarships. 

According to Principal Moses 

f.Alest Chicago? 
ence. 

The big question is, what would 
our athletes even be fighting for any- ~-~-------= 
more? 

"Doing what's best" has turned out 
to be the worst idea for the school. 

Protestors sour university's 

reputation across the country 

their creed which stated "The respect 
and dignity of each person," accord
ing to New York Daily News. 

People should keep their views 
and opinions to themselves regarding 
Obama if they cause such a large
scale public disturbance. 

Obama has been elected before, 
and was elected again. Some respect 
should be shown towards the man. What began as a protest against 

President Barack Obama's re-election 
escalated into a riot within 20 min
utes at University of Mississippi's 
campus in Oxford. 

ments towards Obama, as well as 
African Americans in general. 

Pictures on Twitter showed stu
dents burning Obama's campaign 
signs, although it's still not certain if 
this was done on campus. This protest occurred on Nov. 6, 

election night, and started with 20 
students. It became a riot once it 
grew to about 300 students due to 
posts on Twitter. 

According to ABC News, the 
students were told to leave, but 100 
of them returned later that night to 
continue their protesting. 

Students shouted political slogans 
and profanity and made racist com-

Only two students were arrested 
with minor charges. One was arrested 
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for public intoxication and the other 
for not obeying police orders. 

With the black population of the 
school being 16.6 percent, one would 
think students would know better 
than to shout such vulgar statements. 

To compensate for the protest the 
school planned a "We Are One Mis
sissippi Candle Walk," according to 
ABC News. 

On Nov. 7 about 600 students at
tended the candle walk and recited 

After 149 years since the Emanci
pation Proclamation was signed and 
32 years since the end of the Civil 
Rights Movement, to see acts like this 
is disappointing. 

It's a shame to see 20 students can 
ruin a school's reputation. 

For a country that has gone 
through so much with civil rights, it is 
sad to see such hatred towards a man 
because of his race. 

THE WILDCAT CHRONICLE is the student newspaper at 
Community High School. It is a public forum for freedom of expression 
and encourages readers to express their views. The Chronicle pub
lishes eight times a year, with the student editorial board making the 
decisions concerning paper's content. Unsigned editorials represent 
the views of the majority of the staff. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcomed and will be published as space 
allows. Letters must be signed, although staff members may 
withhold a name upon request. The paper reserves the right to edit 
letters for grammar and clarity, and may refuse to publish a letter. 
Letters to the editor may bee-mailed to Laura Kuehn at lkuehn@d94. 
org or delivered to room 319 before or after school. . 

ADVERTISEMENTS do not represent endorsements of the Wildcat 
Chronicle or Community High School. The Wildcat Chronicle accepts 
advertising, but reserves the right not to print unacceptable advertise
ments. 
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Gi~ing, not taking is important 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

With strict rules on cell phone usage 
and the new locker room regulations 
for P.E., it is clear there is a stealing 
problem at the school. 

On average, there are about 200 thefts 
in the building per school year. 

While this is relatively low, I still 
wonder what compels people to take 
things that do not belong to them? 
It is simply common sense and ethics 
that is learned from a young age that 
stealing is wrong. 

Just because you do not have the 

newest gadget or iPhone, it does not 
make it justifiable to take somebody 
else's. 

By stealing, whether it is something 
small like a hoodie or $5, or something 
more expensive like an iPhone, you are 
taking somebody's hard earned money. 

Nobody has the right to do that, and 
they should keep in mind working hard 
and saving their money for something 
they really want brings a much greater 
sense of accomplishment and respect 
than just taking from somebody else. 

Furthermore, especially around this 
time of year, people should be thank
ful for the things they do have, instead 
of obsessed with the things that don't 
matter. 

It's truly sad how material-obsessed 
the world has become. 

People want what they don't have, 
instead of being grateful for the things 
which give real happiness. 

A friend of mine recently had his 
locker broken into with his coat an.d 
phone stolen. 

That is a frightening thing. This is 
an educational facility, and students 
should feel they and their belongings 
are safe, particularly when they are 

When bullies kill 
The time is 
now to fight 
back against 
thugs 

By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Physical, mental, emotional, verbal 
and cyber bullying; where does it stop? 

With all of the new technology, it 
seems like as more technology comes, 
the more ways people fmd to bully one 
another. 

Go on YouTube and see the videos 
with kids telling their stories of how 
they were bullied so much that they 
hurt themselves or committed suicide. 

Consider the story of Amanda Todd, 
a young Canadian who decided she 
could no longer hide. 

Todd, who was 15 when she died, 
had been in a chat room when she 
was in seventh grade, and a year later 

appeared topless on camera after a 
guy she met online asked her to take 
off her shirt. 

The man then sent the photo to 
everyone Todd knew, starting harrass
ment and bullying that followed her to 
each school she attended while trying 
to escape bullying, according to www. 
huffingtonpost.com. 

Todd posted a haunting video clip 
where she flipped cards that explained 
how agonizing the bullying had be
come in September. 

In addition, a girl at one of her 
schools beat her up and left her in a 
ditch after Todd "hooked up" with the 
girl's boyfriend, according to www.abc
news.go.com. Todd acknowledged she 
was wrong, but the bullying continued. 

After the girl continued to harrass 
Todd, and the bullying continued from 
the photo, Todd attempted suicide by 
drinking bleach. 

While that attempt failed, Todd was 
successful on Oct. 10 when she hung 
herself. 

As you watch Todd's video and those 
of others, you just want to cry. 

Read the news and you'll fmd even 
more stories. 

Felicia Garcia, a 15 year old who 
attended Tottenville High School on 
Staten Island, jumped in front of a 
train, killing herself Oct. 24. Garcia's 
friends said she had experienced bul
lying by the school's football players, 
according to www.nypost.com. 

No one thought there was anything 
wrong with ·her except for one message 
on Twitter saying, "I can't, I'm done. 
I give up." 

Many people that are being bullied 
can hide behind fake smiles like Felicia 
did. 

responsible and lock them away. 
This is apparently not the case, and 

it is a problem that needs to be solved. 
To stoop to the level of stealing from 

somebody else to get what you don't 
have is completely unacceptable. If you 
desperately want something, then work 
for it. If you don't want to work for it, 
accept the fact that you can't have it all 
and appreciate the things you do have. 

For example, my cell phone is not 
exactly the nicest or fanciest. 

Sure, a better quality phone would 
be nice, and one day I plan to save up 
for one. 

However, it texts, it calls, and that is 
all I really need right now. 

In all honesty, I am completely 
thankful for that phone as my parents 
could have been the crazy strict kind 
that wouldn't allow me to get a cell 
phone until I'm 30. 

So as the holidays come along, take 
the time to reflect and be thankful for 
what you have. 

Remember, this is a time of giving, 
so be a giver, not a taker. 

And really, stop stealing. You'rejust 
creating stricter rules and regulations 
and ruining it for everyone. 

But why do they need to hide? They 
shouldn't be bullied at all and if they 
are, they shouldn't need to hide. 

Fortunately, anti-bullying campaigns 
have arisen, including "Bully," a movie 
created to show how bullying has 
impacted five kids and their families. 

The movie includes two families 
who've lost children to suicide and a 
14-year-old girl who was jailed after 
bringing a gun on the bus because she 
had been bullied. 

I'm glad there was a movie that 
finally showed the impact of bullying. 

Bullying has become a serious prob
lem in all schools and needs to stop. 

Think about this: Bully victims are 
between two to nine times more likely 
to consider suicide than non-victims, 
according to studies by Yale University. 

According to ABC News statistics, 
nearly 30 percent of students are 
either bullies or victims of bullying, 
and 160,000 kids (in the country) stay 
home from school every day due to a 
fear of bullying. 

This is a cry for help. 
Our school has attempted to imple

ment ways to promote anti-bullying, 
like hanging bright orange signs and 
having teachers talk to students about 
bullying. 

But will this really do anything? 
Just because you tell students that 

they should feel safe and they can go 
to any staff member for help doesn't 
mean they will or feel safe. 

In our school, students can go to 
teachers, counselors, a psychologist, or 
any staff member in the building that 
they feel comfortable talking to. 

Most importantly, no matter what, 
report bullying. It's a step towards help
ing yourself or someone else. 

Only then can the Felicias, Amanda 
Todds, and YouTube kids of the world 
survive and be happy. 

.Preshmari · 
Isabel Garcia , 

ulbave to say it's kind of 
out of band now. They'._, 
Pt stealing ba$ic $tOW 

.. ~P4~mto ~~ .. 0:* 

Junior 
Pierce MCGtYrm 

''Yes, l have friends from 
other scl)ools who ~er~ 
~ve problem$ with. tbdt a,, 

iinpo(tant i .. being sto-
len from ed lockets." 

7 
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Bullying: It happens 

By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Bullying has become a 
growing issue in school, es
pecially between students. 

"I think verbal bullying 
might be an issue," junior 

· Sam Roskamp said. "People 
say stuff without knowing it. 
You can say things that hurt 
people or may affect them." 

According to www.statis
ticbrain.com, one in five stu
dents in the nation are vic
tims who are bullied once or 
twice a month. 

Many bullies don't take 
into consideration how they 
would feel if they were the 
ones being bullied. 

"How would they feel if 
someone was bullying them 
based on their ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, clothing, 

and whatever else people get 
bullied for. Just because they 
don't agree with how some
one looks or acts doesn't 
mean they have the right to 
bully a person," senior Alex 
Alvarez said. 

A British study reported 44 
percent of suicides occurring 
in kids 10 to 14 was caused 
by bullying. 

"When it leads to suicide 
it just blows my mind that 
someone could be so cruel 
to making someone go down 
to a level of taking their own 
life," Alvarez said. 

Some students · don't let 
bullying get to them. 

"I don't really let it affect 
me because their opinion of 
me doesn't mean anything. 
I'm not going to be some
thing that I'm not for people 
that don't matter in my life," 

Alvarez said. 
Standing up to the bully is 

difficult but sometimes needs 
to be done. 

"Sometimes going to 
adults for help doesn't work. 
You need to stand up for 
yourself against them. Show 
them they can't hurt you any
more," senior Amy Tedeschi 
said. 

Cyber bullying has become 
a bigger problem as it is hard
er to stop. 

According to www.statis
ticbrain.com, 52 percent of 
students reported being cyber 
bullied, 33 percent of teens 
experienced cyber threats, 
and 25 percent of teens were 
bullied repeatedly through 
cell phones or the Internet. 

"It is a problem a lot of 
the time because the people 
bullying don't often get seen 

*Photo Illustration by Giuliana LaMantia 

bullying," sophomore Jere
miah Lundquist. "I think it's 
difficult (to control cyber bul
lying) because people aren't 
seen by adults or other people 
who would be concerned for 
the person being bullied." 

Students should feel com
fortable going to anyone in 
the building to talk about an 
issue with bullying, according 
to dean Antonio Del Real. 

"I know there are people I 
can always go to if something 
is going on," Alvarez said. 

Punishments for bullying 
vary depending on the sever
ity of the bullying. 

"We have to look at the 
whole picture and then decide 
what fits the punishment. It 
can go from detentions to 
in school suspensions to out 
of school suspensions," Del 
Real said. 

The school has implement
ed different ways of promot
ing anti-bullying including 
havmg signs, talking to stu
dents in the health curricu
lum, and making the bullying 
policy stronger. 

"There's going to be train
ing for the staff on issues 
related to bullying, how to 
recognize it, and how to deal 
with it," Gay-Straight Al
liance adviser Brad Larson 
said. 

Although there are already 
ways the school is promoting 
anti-bullying, some believe 
there is still more to be done. 

"I think (one) thing that 
we can do as a school is teach 
and train students how to 
recognize ·and appropriately 
stand up to bullying and 
confront bullying in positive 
ways," Larson said. 
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Real life issues 

By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

Bullying is all the talk these 
days, and I can understand 
why. 

I have personally experi
enced many accounts of bul
lying and seen other students 
get bullied in the hallways. 

The most common type of 
bullying seen around the high 
school is probably rumor 

spreading. 
While the most common 

advice is "just ignore it," it's 
still nonetheless extremely 
hurtful. 

While I was a seventh grad
er, I was still trying to fmd 
my place and was amazed 
when the "popular" girls in 
the school invited me to their 
pool party. 

A couple days later I found 
out there was a rumor cir
cling around the school that I 
was "a dirty lesbian, who just 
showed up to see girls in biki
nis and wasn't even invited." 

I will always have the ru
mor that was started about 
me in the back of my head; 
and three years later it still 
hurts. 

For once, I thought I fit in 
and these girls liked me for 

In our school ... 
75o/o 

Students who have witnessed 
others being bullied at school 

46% 

Students who have been 
bullied at school 

me, but I was wrong. 
People might think that 

was the worst of it, but that 
wasn't. The worst part is see
ing the girls who made up 
the rumors every day in my 
classes in high school. They 
sit next to me happy as ever 
and I can only wonder, do 
they feel any remorse for 
what they said? 

Even though our school is 
trying to make a difference by 
having punishments for bul
lying, it's probably not going 
to help. 

If a student is getting bul
lied they're not going to want 
to talk about it to a teacher 
who will be forced to re
port it. They also fear telling 
someone would cause the 
bullying to get worse instead 
ofbetter. · 

I never told anyone about 
what happened to me, be
cause the rumors were al
ready out there- everybody 
had already heard. 

If I told someone, wouldn't 
they just continue to spread 
rumors about how weak I 
was for telling? 

I considered telling people 
but never decided to out of 
fear that more rumors would 
be started about me. 

The only reason I chose to 
talk about it now is because 
other students need to know 
it's okay to talk about it and 
they are not alone if they've 
been bullied. 

When someone bullies 
another person it's because 
that's all they know and it's 
what has been done to them. 

Because of that reason, it 
makes it almost impossible to 
stop bullying. 

Nonetheless, it would be 
nice to try. 

Then and now 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Bullying has moved be
yond a push in the hallway to 
viral videos launched around 
the world. 

"Bullying is more pub
lic now. Before it happened 
through the hallways or hap
pened after school," dean Da
vid Pater said. 

According to Spanish 
teacher Susan Junkoski, bul
lying has gotten trickier. 

"It used to be them tripping 
you or stealing your lunch 
money. Now, because it's eas
ier, it's sneakier," Junkroski 

said. 
Before, bullying happened 

in person, not through tech
nology. 

"From what I remember it 
was just playground bullying, 
na-na-na-boo-boo, I don't like 
your hair," science teacher 
Cory Stiegletz said. "I feel 
like for the most part every
one was pretty nice to each 
other. There was always a 
bad apple here and there, but 
it wasn't as much of a subject 
matter to come up." 

Now bullies are accessing 
technology to hurt people. 

"Social media makes it 
hard to get away from. Before 

if someone always called you 
names at the end of the hall 
or met you at the bottom of 
the stairs, you could avoid it," 
Junkroski said. "People can't 
avoid social media." 

Bullying has changed in 
nature because of gender as 
well. 

"Before a lot of bullying 
was boys but now there are 
a lot more mean girls. I don't 
know when this change hap
pened but it is apparent now," 
Junkroski said. 

Stiegletz believes family 
dynamics have changed, and 
that plays a role in the inten
sity of bullying. 

,. 

In General. .. 
-1 in 7 students in grades K-12 is either a bully or a 

victim of bullying. 

-56°/o of students have personally witnessed some 
type of bullying at school. 

-15°/o of all student absenteeism is directly related 
to fears of being bullied at school. 

-71 °/o of students report incidents of bullying as a 
problem at their school. 

- A repeat bully by age 8 has a 1-in-4 chance of 
having a criminal record by age 26 

*Information from WW'f!.makebeatsnotbeatdowns.org 

and www.cnn.com 

"Now it feels like everyone that as well," Junkroski said. 
is at work and now no one's Junkroski attempts to help 
[at home]. And if bullying students who are being bul
was happening they go home lied. 
and no one's there to tell "If I notice a kid's (behav
them it's going to be okay," ior) change, I'll stop and ask 
Stiegletz said. "Back in the if something is wrong. If 
day they could go home and someone is being bullied I 
talk about the incident that tell the dean's office and they 
occurred. Now they're stifled take care of it," Junkroski 
and it's buried inside which said. 
causes that kid to pass on the Students need to know they 
bullying." can go to someone if they are 

Now bullies have new top- being bullied. 
ics to attack, such as sexual "Bullying is painful and 
preferences. those students need to know 

"No one talked about sex- there is always somewhere 
ual preference before so now to go to get help," Junkroski 
bullying is centered around said. 
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Something good to cheer about 
By Sam Schweihs and 
Sarah Szremski 
Reporter~ 

With their poms held high 
and their school spirit soar
ing, the Cheer Club members 
danced and cheered their way 
to the end of their season. 

'~lt was fun dancing, and I 
wish we could do more of it, 
but sometimes things come 
to end," senior Taylor Mey
ers said. 

Most of the girls' favor
ite performances were when 
they performed at the pep as
semblies. 

"My favorite performance 
was at the pep assembly 
when the whole school got to 
watch me," transition student 
Jenny Youngwith said. 

Despite the fact that all of 
the girls enjoyed performing 
for the school and parents, 
they all had different reasons 

. for joining. 

Myers joined because she 
had cheered when she was 
younger. 

While dancing was the 
most appreciated, junior Lyr
ic Emerson and Meyers also 
enjoyed the music, with the 
song "Fighter" being their 
favorite to dance to at all of 
their performances. 

ui liked "Fighter" (that was 
my favorite song)," Myers 
said. 

While learning tricks and 
dance moves was the gen
eral focus, many of the girls 
finished their season having 
learned many life lessons. 

"You can always help peo
ple and be friends with people 
and help them with different 
things," Emerson said. 

Cheer Club also gave the 
girls a .chance to make new 
friends and strengthen old 
friendships. 

and are sad that it has come 
to an end, many of the girls, 
have new ideas that they 
would like to try next year, 
including creating their own 

dance routines, according to 
Myers. 

Cheer Club was started by 
junior Olivia Vanderli. 

One of the special ed. girls 

Wildcat Chronicle 

went up to Vanderli and said 
she wanted to cheer. 

"This changed me by be
ing more responsible and a 
happier person. Even on my 
worst days it gets better by 
seeing the girls," Vanderli 
said. 

"I wanted to be strong and 
tough and be heard, so (that's 
why) I joined," senior Palo
ma Bonilla said. 

"I am a happy· person, but 
I will miss getting together 
with friends," peer coach Jes
sica Mitsch said. 

While many of them are 
looking back on the season 

Photo by Sarah Szremski 
Senior Paloma Bonilla (left}, transition student Jenny Youngwith, sophomore Lyric Emerson, 
peer coach Jessica Mitsch, transition student Savanna Fulmer, and senior Taylor Meyers 
practice the end of their dance routine for their showcase at the end of their season. 

Fairy tales and sci-ji: Two classics come together 
After success as an independent film company, 

Lucasfilm is now a part of the Disney family 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images Entertainment/Getty Images 
After buying out Lucasfilm, Disney has acquired the rights to the "Star Wars" and "Indiana 
Jones" movies, and plan to release a new "Star Wars" movie every two to three years. 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

The Force is joining Dis
ney magic for $4.1 billion. 

According to USA Today, 
Lucasfilm is 100 percent 
owned by founder George 
Lucas, and Disney had been 
pursuing them for a year and 

a half before buying them. 
Although Lucas plans to 

retire, he will still. be creative 
consultant during the filming 
of the new "Star Wars" mov-

ies, as well as receive 40 mil
lion Disney shares. 

This will make Lucas the 
second-largest, non-institu
tional shareholder of Disney 
behind Apple co-founder 
Steve Jobs, according to 
Bloomberg News. 

The buyout is Disney's 
fourth largest deal ever, after 
Capital Cities/ ABC in 1995, 
Fox Family in 2001, and Pix
ar in 2006. · 

Disney is wasting no time 
getting started on "Star 
Wars" projects. 

With the first film, "Star 
Wars Episode VII," in early 
stage development right now, 
according to Disney CEO 
Robert Iger, Disney hopes 
to expand the "Star Wars" 
realm. The plan is to release 
a new feature film every two 
to three years, as well as a po
tential show on Disney XD. 

Included in the $4.1 billion 
deal were the special-effects 
house Industrial Light and 
Magic, Sk:ywalker Sound, 
and video game company 
LucasArts. 

Disney also hopes to ex
pand their amusement parks 
to include "Star Wars1' and 
create new parks based on the 
"Star Wars" legacy. 

Although Disney has nu
merous new ideas, fans of 

the Lucas franchise are wor
ried Disney won't stay true to 
the legendary stories. 

"I hope that as long as Dis
ney bought out Lucasfilm, 
they stay true to the story 
lines and don't ruin classics 
like 'Star Wars' and 'Indiana 
Jones'," senior Davis Stein
brecher said. 

Students also believe Dis
ney may put a cap on Lucas' 
imagination and give it that 
certain 'Disney aura.' 

"I'm disappointed and I 
hope Disney doesn't ruin 
the creativity and make it all 
'Disney-ish,"' senior Katie 
Yackey said. 

Despite the disapproval, 
some students believe there is 
still hope for Lucasfilm clas
sics. 

"I think it might be best 
to leave the series alone, be
cause look what Lucas did 
to the fourth 'Indiana Jones', 
it didn't turn out that well," 
senior Ahmad Asani said. 
"I still have a little hope for 
the 'Star Wars' saga because 
(when) they rebooted 'Bat
man,' it was a blockbuster, 
and they had the right direc
tors. We'll just have to see 
what happens." 

With two powerhouse 
companies, there's bound to 
be magic. 
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Serving up a new 

holiday tl:Jrkey dish 
Thanksgiving i~ for vegetarian~ the time to pull 
out the T ofur~. We were able to taste the turkey 
substitute) and heres what we found. 

The good ... 

Sarah Szremski 
Reporter 

People will think Jim bi
ased since I'm vegetarian, 
but I hadn't eaten Tofurky 
in a long time so I didn't re
member how this meat sub
stitute tasted. 

It had a smoked tofu flavor 
with a faint hint of real tur
key. 

It was good, and come 
Thanksgiving, I might eat 
Tofurky. 

Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

As a relatively recent veg
etarian, I still recall the faint 
taste of turkey, and upon eat
ing Tofurky, the first bite tast
ed like actual turkey. More 
chewing resulted in the "real 
meat" taste disappearing, but 
I thought it was decent. 

This substitute is promis
ing and filling, and I wouldn't 
mind Tofurky for Thanksgiv
ing dinner. 

Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

At first, I was very hesitant 
about trying the Tofurky, be
cause it seemed strange. 

It looked, smelled, and at 
· first, tasted like normal tur
key, but left an unexpected 
taste. 

Needless to say, it. was 
something new, and if I were 
to eat it more often, I would 
grow used to it, and would be 
willing to try it again. 

.... and· the bad 

Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

I think the Tofurky had an 
okay taste at first but is dry 
and left an interesting after 
taste. After eating it once, I 
don't want to eat more. 

Having a full Thanksgiv
ing meal based off Tofurky 
would not be pleasurable for 
me. 

Sam Schweihs 
Reporter 

I would never eat this on 
my own. It's not the best 
thing I have tasted, but the 
flavor is okay. Overall, it tast
ed like beef stew, and I would 
have needed mayonnaise and 
other foods mixed in to make 
it more appealing. It also had 
a weird texture 

Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

When I laid eyes on the To
furky, I knew I didn't like it. 

Upon tasting the slice, it 
smelled like bread and had a 
rubbery texture that was dif
ficult to swallow and left an 
unpleasant after taste. 

This turkey imposter will 
certainly not have a place at 
my Thanksgiving table. 

Photo by Keyuri Parmar 
Thoughts on Tofurky ranged from tolerable, to immediate dislike upon sight. 

n · 

Photo courtesy www.justinbiebermusic.com 
Pop star Justin Bieber, along with other performers in
cluding early Rae Jepsen, PSY, Calvin Harris, and Austin 
Mahone will be performing at this year's Jingle Bash concert 
on Dec.15. 

Music to the 
people's ears 
Before the holiday tunes start to roll in) 
there are various concerts that will be 
going on in and around the city 

There's no way to be bored 
this holiday season with the 
assortment of concerts and 
shows coming up. Tickets are 
going fast, so get them while 
you can. 

AP Tour Fall2012 
The cold season relative of 

the AP Spring Tour, this con
cert features the bands Miss 
May I, Heavy Hitters, The 
Ghost Inside, melodic metal 
Like Moths to Flames, Aus
tralia's modern metal The · 
Amity Affliction and techni
cal metal Glass Cloud on its 
line-up. 

The concert is held at the 
House of Blues in Chicago, 
on Saturday at 4:45 p.m. 

Tickets range from $38-55. 
Trey Songz with Miguel 

R&B artist Trey Songz, 
who premiered on the Top 
20 Billboard chart, is touring 
and stopping in Chicago for 
one night, with special guest 
Miguel. 

The concert will be at the 
Arie Crown Theater in Chi
cago on Dec. 1 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $89-280. 
Dave Matthews Band 

The soft rock stylings of 
Dave Matthews Band is com
ing to the United Center in 
Chicago on Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are available for 
$66 and up. 

Carrie Underwood 
The American Idol win

ner and country gal is mak-

ing a stop in the chilly winter 
weather of Chicago on Dec. 
12, and will be performing at 
the United Center at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are on sale for 
$69.99 and up. 

B96 Jingle Bash 
Every year Jingle Bash has 

the most popular artists and 
bands playing live, and cel
ebrating the holiday season. 

B96 listeners can get their 
Gangnam on with PSY at the 
2012 Jingle Bash. 

This year's performers in
clude Justin Bieber, Pitbull, 
Cady Rae Jepsen, Calvin 
Harris, Austin Mahone, M
rojack and more. 

It all goes down at 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 15 at the Allstate 
Arena in Rosemont. 

Tickets are on sale now, 
and are typically pricey, but 
start at $52.95. 

The Killers 
This American rock band 

will be in town next month, 
and is bringing their "bright
side" to the University of Il
linois at the Chicago (UIC) 
Pavilion on Dec. 21 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are on sale for $95 
and up. 

Sources: www. altpress. 
com, www.theaptour. ing, www. 
b96.sbclocal.com, www.stubhub. 
com, www.bing.com/events, 
www. ticketmaster. com I events 

*Compiled by Giuliana La
Mantia and Sam Schweihs 
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50 years of the most iconic spy 
By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

From Sean Connery's "Dr. 
No" in 1962 to Daniel Craig 
in 2012's · "Skyfall," James 
Bond has been entertaining 
audiences for 50 years, with 
movies based off Ian Flem
ing's spy novels. 

After "Dr. No," Connery 
went on to star as Bond in 
"From Russia with Love" in 
1963. 

During 1964, there were 
two Bonds: Connery and 
Roger Moore. 

Connery was Bond in 
"Goldfinger" while Moore 
was Bond in the comedy 
sketch show "Mainly Milli
cent." 

In the late 1950's Fleming, 
screenwriter and film produc
er Kevin McClory, and writer 
Jack Whittingham came to
gether to create a screenplay 
for a possible Bond film or 
TV series. 

After a failed attempt at the 
box office for one of McClo-

Becoming 
Bond. .. 
James Bond 

ry's films, the idea was for
gotten, but Fleming kept the 
drafts and used some of them 
for his next novel "Thunder
ball." 

With help from producers 
Albert Broccoli and Harry 
Saltzman, Fleming created 
the film "Thunderball" in 
1965. 

Again in 196 7, there were 
two Bonds: Connery in "You 
Only Live Twice" and David 
Niven in a "Casino Royale" 
spoof. 

Next to take the role as 
007 in 1969 was Australian 
George Lazenby, who at the 
time was the highest paid 
model in the world. 

Lazenby's first and only ap
pearance as 007 was in "0~ 
Her Majesty's Secret Ser
vice" because his manager 
advised him against accept
ing a multi-movie contract. 

In 1971 , Connery once 
again took on the role as 007, 
being paid a $1.25 million . 
.base salary and an estimated 
12.5 percent of the profits of 

Connery was rhe first 
actor to portray Bond in 
"Dr. No" (1962).He later 

starred in "Diamonds 
Aie Forever" (1971), 

"Diamonds Are Forever." He 
donated his salary to an edu
cational foundation. 

Moore came back to play 
Bond in "Live and Let Die" 
(1973), "The Man With the 
Golden Gun" (1974), "The 
Spy Who Loved Me" (1977), 
"Moonraker" (1979), "For 
Your Eyes Only" (1981), 
"Octopussy" (1983), and "A 
View to a Kill" (1985). 

Currently, Moore holds the 
record for playing Bond the 
most in the official EON Pro
duction series. 

Also in 1973, Christo
pher Cazenove played 007 
in "Omnibus: The British 
Hero," a documentary and 
literary review style show. 

Connery came back in 
1983 for "Never Say Never 
Again," but it was considered 
his worst portrayal of Bond. 

From 1987-1989, Timothy 
Dalton played Bond in "The 
Living Daylights" (1987) and 
"License to Kill" (1989). 

Dalton planned on con
tinuing his role as Bond but 

To date, Moore holds 
the record for starring 
in the most Bond lilms 
(seven), including "Live 
And Let Die" (1972), 
and "The py Who 
Loved Me" (1977). 

Majesty's Secret Service," 
many thought it was one 
of rhe best 6lms in the 

series. 

due to legal issues and a five
year gap, officially left the 
role of Bond in Apri11994. 

Pierce Brosnan played 
Bond from 1995-2002 in 
"GoldenEye" (1995), "To
morrow Never Dies" (1997), 
"The World is Not Enough" 
(1999), and "Die Another 
Day" (2002). 

Currently playing 007 is 
Daniel Craig. 

Craig played Bond in 
2006's "Casino Royale," 
which was the first use of an 
original Fleming title since 
"The Living Daylights." 

Some people didn't ap
prove of having a "blond 
Bond," but Connery, Moore, 
Dalton, and Brosnan showed 
support for Craig, according 
to www.007james.com. 

After his performance in 
"Casino Royale," all doubts 
that Craig wouldn't be a good 
Bond were forgotten. 

In 2008, Craig starred as 
Bond in "Quantum of Sol
ace" and finally in "Skyfall," 
which was released Nov. 9. 

Photo courtesy of www.skyfall-
movie.com 

Daniel Craig is the most recent 
actor to take on the role of 
James Bond in "Skyfall," the 
latest film in the series. 

Although many different 
actors have played Bond, 
they continue to bring action, 
enemies, and the ultimate 
victory over evil at the box 
office. 

Brosnan starred in 
"Tomorrow Never Dies" 

(1997), and "Die An· 
other Day" (2002), but 
would have been Bond 

In ''The Living 
Daylights" (1987) and 

''License To Kill" (1989), 
Dalton portrayed a Bond 
that was living more on 
the edge than in previ-

ous movies. 

Casting Craig was 
disputed, but the other 
Bonds supported him 
and starred in "Casino 
Royale" (2006), "Quan
tam of Solace" (2008), 

and this year's "Skyfall." 

*Photos courte{J of www.007.info, www.s)qfall·movie.com 

Bond: a bit off target In a nod to past Bond 
films, Q (Ben Whishaw) re
turns with his gadgets. 

received socks on Christmas. 
Q jokingly says, "What 

were you expecting, an ex
ploding pen? We don't go in 
much for that these days," a 
sly reference to past movies 
where gadgets were in abun
dance. 

By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

With Bond ... James Bond 
being around for 50 years, the 
newest film "Skyfall" con
trasts between old and new, 
but comes up a little short. 

"Skyfall" starts off with 
Bond (Daniel Craig) creep
ing quietly through a room to 
find three men shot, includ
ing another agent and the 
secret list of agents from MI6 
missing. 

Action immediately begins 
with an exciting car chase 
through the busy streets of 
Istanbul and a car crash, forc
ing the pursuit to continue on 
top of a train as Bond tries to 
retrieve the list. 

With Bond coming close 
to death and a tunnel coming 
up ahead, Eve, an MI6 agent, 
attempts to get a clear shot of 
the enemy but is unable to, 
leading to some of the most 
excitement that will occur. 

M (Judi Dench), who is the 
head of MI6, gives the com-

mand to take the shot, ques
tioning Bond's capabilities to 
retrieve the information. Eve 
ends up shooting Bond, send
ing him plummeting to his 
presumed death. 

After the adrenaline rush, 
the movie slows its pace and 
goes to Bond drinking his 
time away on an island. 

Bond comes back into ac
tion when an explosion oc
curs at MI6 headquarters, but 
he must pass tests in order to 
be cleared for duty. 

M puts her trust in him to 
save MI6 and kill Silva (Ja
vier Bardem), the villain who 
causes the explosion and who 
holds the list. 

Unfortunately, these gad
gets consist of a gun that is 
coded to Bond's palm print 
and small radio. Not much 
gadgetry there. 

Even though there aren't 
many gadgets, the scene 
leads to a bit of comedy as 
Bond opens the leather case 
to look like a little boy that 

Photo courtesy of www.skyfall-movie.com 
Agent 007 returns in "Skyfall" on an MIS mission In Istanbul to recover a stolen flash drive 
that contains information on many of the undercover agents. 

Craig's portrayal of Bond 
captivates the audience with 
his crisp style, and his expe
rience from "Casino Royale" 
and "Quantum of Solace" 
shows that he knows what 
he's doing. 

Bardem truly plays the part 
of the villain, as he captures 
not just the personality of a 
seducing, manipulating vil
lain, but also the look. With 
piercing eyes and maniacal 
laugh, Bardem was the per
fect fit for the role of Silva. 

Whishaw as Q perfectly 
portrayed a genius yet in-style 
young adult adding a refresh
ing outlook on the movie and 
contrasts Craig's old ways as 
Bond to his modern ways. 

While the plot moves slow
ly at first and the ending is 
predictable, "Skyfall" is still 
worth the money, and de
serves three out of four stars. 
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Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 
Leaving the starting blocks in practice is junior Nicole Reitz preparing for the state meet. 

Four swim their 
way to state 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

Girls swimming left sec
tionals at Metea Valley High 
School Saturday with season 
bests and four state qualifiers. 

"I think (sectionals) was 
successful from a standpoint 
that everyone dropped time. 
However, we did not accom
plish all the goals we wanted 
to accomplish," coach Nick 
Parry said. 

Qualifying for state were 
seniors Maya Skorupski and 
Yvette Kruk, and juniors 
Nicole Reitz and Paulina 
Konopko in the 200 medley 
relay for the second year in a 
row with 1:49:69. 

Skorupski also qualified in 

the 50 freestyle with 24:27 
sec. and the 100 back stroke 
with 57.02 sec., setting a pool 
record at Metea Valley. 

State is Friday and Satur
day at Evanston High School. 

"Our goal is to get all three 
events to score at state," Par
ry said. 

The girls are looking for
ward to working hard at the 
state meet. 

"I think that it's definitely 
exciting that we made it to 
state, especially now since 
I've made it all four years," 
Kruk said. "It was really ex
citing seeing the competition 
going into state." 

The girls are in a taper 
phase of the season. 

"We're just resting up, eat-

ing healthy, and staying posi
tive for this weekend," Reitz 
said. 

Despite the success the 
team had, Parry felt they 
could have done better. 

"The fact that we didn't 
get the whole team (to state) 
means people didn't accom
plish their goals," Parry said. 

The girls feel this was a re
sult of having a difficult sea
son. 

"I think overall this season 
was the toughest one we've 
ever had. Everyone worked 
really hard, and I know there 
were a few people that were 
disappointed with their times, 
but overall it wasn't too bad," 
Kruksaid. 

Parry believes as of right 
now, it's hard to say whether 
the season has been a success 
or not. 

"We've done okay, not as 
great as I hoped we would, 
but not poorly," Parry said. 

Chicago. mws. Ail C®· 
'tet~.It W¥ a~~bOQ()r/' 
Paletmo said. ~ 

After losing to · Glenbard Even in theit low points, 
Westfor the regio!!al cham- the. girl$· were optimistic.·· 
pionsbip, girls volleybiJl re- ~~ think we ·were all kind 
fleeted on their accomplish· of sad the way the se~n 
ment$·forthe season. ended," senior Taylor Ka.rg 

"Out PI to finish in the· said ... «we proQa.biy couid 
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~Ot .tnet; .~. were ~ ~but fortht ~OStpaJ't 
out Pf. eight," coach JGjsti 'He. all ~ed ~ tot 
~said. «We~:.- . ~0 ·· .. ··.. . ; 
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Hasty felt the girls strug-•. saia. JWe ~~t.ne. ~ 
jed 1'ritb continuitYt ~ ~ add sc~matCJles 
ing, and receivin& as ·•wen Where we~"' 
as losing their setter. Although •. thef. • did npt 

.rwe lost (junior Mary.. ·have ,as mUCh ·success. a& 
Kate. ~atatzynski) for tlltee. they lutd bope4 ·rot; the gitls 
~b, that was b~"· enJoyedthe~. 
·fiasty said.. •~Losing a set- ~Tb:is season was a blasti'' 
ter is like ·losing a. quarter Karg said. 14Even though 
back." we didn't win as much as 

gionatmatch against Addi· 
son Trail/' Hasty said. <•We 
all came in together and 
gave 100 percent and never 
letdown." 

Senior Nora Palermo 
made All Conference. 

111 WaJ really excited~ es· 
pecia11y knowing that I was 
the only person from West 

for." 
Getting along wen made 

for a good season, 
~~It was really exciting/' 

Palermo said. "8enior year 
is emotional because it's 
your last big yea:r. We had 
really good chemistry," 

The season ended with a 
record of 18--19. 

Bqys take on T urkry Classic 

Photo by Uz Ramos 
Practicing for the Turkey Classic, junior John Konchar at
tempts to retri~~ the ball from junior Josh Noesges. 

By Liz Ramos 
Co·Editor in Chief 

With a new coach and only 
four returning players on var
sity, the boys basketball team 
is working hard to develop as 
a team and prepare for the 
season. 

"I'm extremely excited and 
honored to be here. It's a plea
sure to be back at the school I 
actually graduated from and 
play basketball," coach Bill 
Recchia said. "We're going to 
work hard and the boys will 
be prepared to face the chal
lenges that come up during 
the season." 

Although the team consists 
mainly of juniors, the team 
is working to play at varsity 
level. 

"I think you can only say 
you're young for so long. 
After you play a few games, 
you get a few games under 
your belt and are no longer 

young when it comes to bas
ketball," Recchia said. "We'll 
be expected to pick up things 
quickly and grow up quickly." 

With other teams having 
returning players with more 
experience, the boys are do
ing their best to adjust. 

"It's going to be pretty 
tough. A lot of teams still 
have most of their varsity 
players and more experience. 
It's going to be difficult to ad
just but we're going to do our 
best," senior Jimmy Rizzo 
said. 

Some returning players be· 
lieve having Recchia as the 
coach will help the team im
prove from last year. 

"I think it'll probably be 
better because I feel like (Rec· 
chia) knows more about what 
he's talking about," Rizzo 
said. 

Juniors feel that their 
dedication to basketball has 
helped them make the varsity 

team. 
"It feels like I've worked 

hard enough to be on this 
team. I'm going to work hard 
to be the best player I can be,'• 
junior Marco Lomibao said. 

Recchia has coached bas· 
ketball before and will bring 
his experiences to the court. 

"All I can do is share with 
the boys the passion for this 
game that I have and I expect 
the passion that I have for this 
game to carry over to them, 
the same competitiveness 
I have would carry over to 
them," Recchia said. 

After each game, Recchia 
wants their opponents to 
know who they are. 

"Anyone that plays us will 
know they just finished play· 
ing the West Chicago Wild
cats by the end of the game," 
Recchia said. 

The first game is on Mon
day for the Wildcat .Turkey 
Classic in the Bishop gym. 
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Young team brings challenges 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
At the first game against Nazereth Academy, sophomore 
Mae Elizabeth Gimre attempts to throw the ball to a player. 

Under pressure 
With more intense practices, 
wrestlers focus on techniques, 
mental toughness for wins 

By Guadalupe Blanco 
Lifestyles Editor 

"We have increased the 
intensity of practice while 
focusing on technique and 

Already feeling the pres- mental toughness. After fin
sure to do well, the boys ishing one of our workouts, 
wrestling-team is ready to most wrestlers leave drop
compete, with strong individ- ping ·anywhere from two to 
ual wrestlers and a positive five pounds," Ayala said. 
mind set. · Another part of the process 

According to varsity coach the coaches have put more 
Humberto Ayala, the team emphasis on is making sure 
has much they want to ac- the lineup stays consistent 
complish and improve. and the wrestlers avoid injury 

"A'S a team, we are hop- and have a positive mind set. 
ing to finish the season with Ayala wants the team to 
another winning varsity re- go into every match knowing 
cord, a top four finish in the that their opponents are beat
DVC, and bring home team able. 
trophies, as well as individual "We · will not back down 
medals at the tournaments," from anyone on the mat, 
Ayala said. and we'll push the pace of 

Even though the season the match from the start. 
has just started, there is much Although wrestling is typi
excitement and anticipation. cally seen as an individual 

The wrestlers, according to · sport, we push and hold each 
Ayala, are eager to compete. 
"If they work hard in prac
tice, then it will make them 
that much better during com
petition," he said. 

The same thoughts are 
echoed among the wrestlers. 

"From all returning wres
tlers we have a lot of talented 
kids on the team, and the new 
freshmen too. We're a good 
team, and we're probably go-

. ing to go far this year. Hope
fully we can win the DVC 
championship as a team, and 
I know that a lot of people 
can win individually," sopho
more Edgar Correa said. 

By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

A rough start for the girls 
basketball team is ]ust a part 
of the 'growing pains' the 
team is going through. 

The girls lost to Nazereth 
Academy, 50-43, on Tuesday, 
making them currently 0-1. 

There are only two return
ing varsity players, seniors 
Laura Panicali and Amanda 
Gosbeth. 

"The girls are working hard 
to replace the seven seniors 
who left last year," Wallner 
said. 

Having a young team is 
tough at first. 

"We are going to go 
through some growing pains 
because nothing can compare 
to playing on varsity and we 

other accountable so that we 
can have success as a team," 
Ayala said. 

Being exceptionally ranked 
in the state is also a possi
bility, as well as improving 
the team's previous winning 
streak. 

In past years, the team has 
been stuck at around 12 wins 
each season. Ayala is hoping 
that they can beat that record 
witli "ts wins this season. 

"A lot of (the wrestlers) 
need a good sense of what's 
going on. They need to be 
motivated, and when we 
come to practice, we can't 
just slack off if we want to do 
well," Correa said. 

With their first dual meet 
on Tu.esday at Glenbard 
South, it will be an oppor
tunity to see if the team can 
wrestle up to their full poten
tial. 

"The kids will really need 
to be committed in order to 
compete this year at a high 
level like last year, and I'm 
hoping that we can get three 
or four All-Conference wres
tlers, and three to four state 
qualifiers/' Ayala said. 

Some of the skills that Ay
ala wants the team to focus 
on are conditioning, so that 
the guys can get a full body 
workout. 

• Photo by Guadalupe Blanco 
At practice, sophomore Abraham Mendez tackles junior 
Genesis Quintana to prepare for their next meet Saturday. 

have a young team," Wallner 
said. 

A change for the seniors is 
having so many new players. 

"I think it's going to go 
pretty well. We have some 
young girls, but I think it'll 
work out well," Panicali said. 

New players on the team 
are expected to benefit the 
team. 

"I think it's going to be 
positive because we need 
new girls who are quick and 
are good defensively. They 
will bring a lot to the team," 
Panicali said. 

As far as coaching goes, 
they are being patient and 
trying to learn the character
istics of the new team. 

"We're trying to play things 
out for who will get play
ing time. At the time I know 

sophomore Mae Elizabeth 
Gimre will get quite a bit of 
playing time," Wallner said. 

According to Wallner, the 
core of the team will be the 
four seniors. 

"Panacali averaged 15 
points a game last year so a 

· lot of teams will be keying 
her," Wallner said. 

When a player is being 
keyed, all the members of 
the opposing team know to 
guard that player. 

This year the team may 
not focus on key individuals 
to score constantly, but may 
split up the task. 

"The majority of our scor
ing may be by committee so 
everyone has to score. This 
could benefit us because oth
er teams couldn't key anyone 
then," Wallner said. 

Making great strides 
Season ends 
at sectionals 
By Darcy Akins 
Perspectives Editor 

The girls cross country 
team has ended its season 
after putting in a lot of time 
and effort at sectionals. 

Even though the team 
raced hard at the meet, they 
didn't make it to state. 

The top seven: senior Julia 
Caithamer, juniors Lindsey 
Sayner, Diana Beltran, Gena 
Rodriguez and sophomores 
Michelle Franch, Ana Flores, 
and Mae Elizabeth Gimre 
ran at sectionals. 

Going into sectionals, the 
team set a goal of beating a 
team who they had lost to at 

regionals. 
"At regionals, we had lost to 

Metea Valley and our coach 
thought we could beat them 
at sectionals. So that was our 
team goal," Gimre said. 

Not only did they beat Me
tea Valley, but they also beat 
Wheaton North, who they 
lost to at the DVC meet. 

"Our goal was to run times 
we could be proud of. We 
had run well enough to get 
out of regionals to sectionals, 
but it was the one bad set of 
times we had put up all y~ar. 
At sectionals we all ran times 
we were proud of," coach 
Bob Maxson said . 

They also think good guid
ance helped them to do so 
well in sectionals. 

"I think we did well be
cause of the practices we 
had. (Maxson) did a good job 
(planning) our workouts be
cause we always got faster as 
a team," Flores said. 

Many of the girls also agree 

their dedication and wanting 
to get better and improve are 
what helped them. 

"We always come to prac
tice on time. We were dedi
cated," Flores said. 

Although the girls didn't 
make it to state this year, 
they have hope for next -year 
to make it to sectionals again 
and even qualify for state. 

Sayner was only five run
ners away from qualifying to 
make it to state. 

"This year the girls did 
more than take a step for
ward. They jumped over a 
few steps and became a much 
better team," Maxson said. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Sophomore Michelle Franch 
runs her best pace per mile 
time at sectionals. 
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Clicking on and off the ice 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

With a tight-knit bond, the 
Wildhawks hockey team is 
benefitting on the ice from 
their closeness. 

They are currently 6-1-1. 
"The season so far has 

been going great as far as our 
record goes, but we still have 
many things to work on," se
nior Ryan Cooper said. 

A lot of the players on the 
team are currently seniors. 

"The positive about our 
team is that it is mostly the 

same team from last year, 
which is a good thing since 
we could continue to keep 
the bond going, and we all 
get along so great with each 
other," Cooper said. 

For some, the Wildhawks 
are not just teammates. 

"This team is full of my 
best friends who I look for
ward to seeirig every practice 
and game," Somen said. 

Most of the team has 
played together since they 
were 4 or 5. 

Having a longer season en
courages friendships. 

Photo by Keyuri Parmar 
Senior Jacob Sornen defends the Wlldhawks against York at 
their game on Nov. 4. 

"Every sports team always 
bonds with each other, but 
when it comes to a hockey 
team the bond that you create 
with your teammates is more 
like a family," Cooper said. 

The long season also helps. 
"Between the numerous 

hours we will spend at rinks 
with each other and the road 
trips we take, it would be hard 
to not have a close bond with 
one another," Cooper said. 

The majority of this year's 
team is the same as last year's. 

"There is a good chunk 
of us on the team who have 
been playing with each other 
ever since we started playing 
hockey at the age of 4 or 5 
years old," Cooper said. "To 
say the least, I am pretty sure 
anyone on the team would do 
just about anything for one 
another." 

Team traditions have been 
formed. 

"Every Thursday night af
ter practice we go to Qudoba 
and get burritos to celebrate a 
hard working week," Somen 
said. "We hang out often and 
everyone gets along. I have 
never been on a team before 
in my life that I respect and 
love as much aS' these guys."" 
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Vol~bal~ . sojtballOpJ>Otlllnities 
,draw Kata'l'f)nski, Gosbfflh 

I<.a~U'ZYJBSJtj, •. said. 
'For Oosbeth,% ll'WJ.y • as

pects of the schOol appealed 
to.her. ¥~ 

~'It has a small class siZe 
so l know that r,ny teacn
ers will know me and l will 
learn a lot," Gosbeth sai\1. 
"It's also a divisi6n 2 school 
so I can balance out softball 
and. school .and still have 
.fun." 

Gosbeth will be playing 
as catcher and on third base 
next~r. 

"rm looking forward to 
meeting new people and 

'Jhlanil1~. a lot of xasa~"·'"~ 
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Family Owned & Operated I 
I 
I 

$5 Large 1-Topping Pizza• 
· Additional Toppings $1.49 . : 

I lflJ - · ~o.f· 
Peppa-oni, Sa.usagP. Ham, Pineapple, Onion~ Grem Peppers, Black Olives, 

Jalapenos, }fushrooms I 
1 :tlgry Now? Pizza 

1 ·Meal Deal: Two Large Pizzas, 
: 8 Chicken Wings, 8 Breadsticks 
1 Dipping Sauce, & one 2 Lite~ Soda 

: $16.99 + Tax 

West Chicago 
630-876-0210 

Streamwood 
630-372-2445 

Aurora 
630-801-2277 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Don't forget to show your school ID to receive one free order ofBreadsticks lvith 
the purchase of a pizza (one per person) 
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